[Mixed type cryoglobulinemia with discrepancy of platelet counts measured with an automated cell counter and by manual counting method].
We experienced an abnormal blood sample which showed larger numbers of white blood cells and platelets counted by the electric resistance system and of platelets in mechanical counting by the flow system, than those in manual counting. Many precipitates were observed in this blood sample at room temperature or 4 degrees C, but were not observed at 37 degrees C. The precipitates were clarified to be caused by the mixed type (IgA, IgG and IgM) cryoglobulin by using an immunofluorescence method and an ouchterlony method. These data indicate that precipitation of cryoglobulin at room temperature induce falsely high value of platelet count in mechanical counting systems.